185 Main Street, East Berlin 
1883 


Albert Barnes (1845-1903), a railroad clerk and later 
worked for Peck, Stow & Wilcox, & Emilie Bunce 
(1845-1941). 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 089 
1883 Albert A. Barnes current owner: Pauline & Leonard Lavigne Victorian 


Albert A. Barnes, a factory superintendent, bought this house lot in 
1883, and probably built the house shortly thereafter. It is histor- 
ically significant as a good example of the type of housing built : 
by East Berlin's managerial class during the years of rapid expansion 
at Berlin Iron Bridge (for whom.Barnes probably worked). In 1893, 
Barnes transferred the ownership of the house to his wife Emilie; 

it remained in the Barnes family for several decades. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1885 current owner: Pauline Lavigne 


Geneaology 


(Railroad) Station agent, appointed Oct. 1, 1872. Sold first freight tickets in East Berlin (Conn.) Held 
position and then worked for Peck, Stow & Wilcox, 185 Main St., East Berlin ca. 1883. Died at age 60. 
1880 census ; 1900 census. Berlin land records 38.337, 1883. Meyers, Doris. Other times, other voices. 
Berlin Free Library, publisher, p. 90, 92. Beers, p. 1243. 


Albert Barnes (1845-1903) son of Levi & Julia Barnes. He was a railroad clerk and later worked for Peck, 
Stow & Wilcox. . In 1869 he married Emilie Bunce (1845-1941). They had 3 children: Albert, Winifred, 
and Mabel. They were buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION om peg i t ul 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 quan: 
(203) 566-3005 


DISTRICT 1F NR, SPECIFY 
ee #089 js $s (nr El Actual DO Potential 
1, BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
Albert A. Barnes House 
OWN CITY VILLAG OUNTY 
3 Berlin East Berlin Hartford 
- NO NUMBER (and> of location) 
< 
) 185 Main Street 17-4/151A/37 
“= lead Ronald G. & oO 
= Lanigne Pauline M. ud is East Berlin 06023 Public Privote 
ry ~ USE (Present) Tiistorte) 
Residence Residence 
EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE Y . PLAIN 
"ACCESSIBILITY 
TO se (x) Yes (ne Yes [xno 
BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Victorian Vernacular/Stick-Style influence c. 1883 
RIALIS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 
h: 
Ga Clapboard fa) Asbestos Siding DO Brick Carciis 
Cj Wood Shingle Dassen Siding 6 Fieldstone 
Ss Boord & Batten J Stucco O Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: — 
3. RUCTURAL SYSTEM 
Gd Wood frame OD Post and beam a balloon 
EI Load bearing masonry i] Structural iron or steel 
O Other (Specify) 
VOL ROOF (Type) 
{x} Goble OD Flot {3 Monsord O Monitor 0 sawtooth 
Other 
z 0 Gombrel fe Shed 3) Hip 0 Round (Specify) 
o 
iS (Material) 
= Roll - 
] oO Wood Shingle {c] Aspholt =) Tin oO Slote (x) Goble end to the street 
w Other 
= (x) Aspholt shingle 0 Built up O Tile (C) pce ify) OJ Ridge porollel to the street 


APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES 
2 1/2 


32) x Si! 
ONDITION (Siti tials ThAter ie) 
O Excellent ei Good C) reir Fair oO Deteriorated | Excellent ik) Good OD Foir 0 Deteriorated 
V3. INTEGRITY (Lue ationd WHEN? CAM Ceral tans) 1F YES, EXPLAIN . 


| 
Fi imall  Poe 


D OUTBUILDINGS OR 
—— 


a Mie 


K) Other landscope features or buildings (Specify) 


O Shed Cs Geis 


, on knoll 
c 
fc) Rouse 0 Shop O Garden 
15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT ° 
Open land yee ix) Residential O Scattered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
0 Commercial were ‘s Rural (8 High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OUNDING 


In an area of East Berlin with many 18th=- and 19th-century houses. 
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DESCRIPTION , _ontine __ 
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UBSEQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Albert A. Barnes House has a two-bay front projection and left 
and right ells. A one-story shallow-roofed porch wraps around the 
left and right corners to meet the ells. The porch has square cham- 
fered posts, post brackets with incised geometric designs, a molded 
rail and chamfered balusters. Windows are generally fitted with 
2-over-2 sash. There are very small triangular attic lights. Front 
and side gables show elaborate chamfered bracing infilled with 
verticle-board panels and edged by a verge board with raised cir- 
cular bosses. The entry is sheltered by a vestibule at the 
intersection of the right ell. Above the entry vestibule is a 
gabled wall dormer with ornamentation similar to that on the main 
gables. 


BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI URAL POR N 


This house is notable as a well-preserved Victorian dwelling that 
displays the influence of the Stick Style. The heavy porch posts and 
brackets and especially the large cross-section attic bracing, follow 
the Stick Style's preoccupation with structure as ornament. In 

the gables, the complex bargeboard and the peak bracing impart 

a Gothic tone to the house, reflecting the Gothic influence in the 
Stick Style. 


Albert A. Barnes, a factory superintendent, bought this house lot in 
1883, and probably built the house shortly thereafter. It is histor- 
ically significant as a good example of the type of housing built 

by East Berlin's managerial class during the years of rapid expansion 
at Berlin Iron Bridge (for whom.Barnes probably worked). In 1893, 
Barnes transferred the ownership of the house to his wife Emilie; 

it remained in the Barnes family for several decades. 


1880 Census 
1900 Census 
Berlin Land Records 38:337 (1883). 


